STORM   IN   THE   MEDITERRANEAN

And the Germans? Seven months before the civil war broke out,
Die Deutsche Wehr, the organ of the German army, published in its
issue of December igth, 1935, an article entitled "Spanish
Anxiety in the Balearics," in which the author stressed the
strategic importance of these islands. "It is well understood in
Germany that a nation with a temperament such as the Spanish
one should wish to be master of its own destiny. The measures
begun in the Balearic Isles are very wise. If she perseveres on this
path, Spain will one day become a real nation. Spanish neutrality
in that case could assume a more beneficial form than during the
world war."

In order that Spanish neutrality might be even more beneficial
to German submarines than it was in 1914, Spain was plunged into
a civil war. The Nazi press did not tire of praising the Balearic
Islands and the service which they could render when the time
came for a final settlement. In the opinion of the Frankfurter
geitung, for example, they constituted "an ideal support in the
next war." And the Rkewische-Westphalische %eitung9 organ of
heavy industry, after pointing to the definite emancipation of
Spain from Anglo-French influence as one of the positive results of
the Spanish War, saw in the utilization of the Balearic Islands "the
most certain method of severing all communications save wireless
between Paris and northern Africa."

It is now, surely, quite obvious why one of the first things which
the interventionist forces in Spain did was to occupy Majorca.
Another event of equal significance, which took place some time
later, disclosed the part which had been assigned to the Balearics
by the Axis Powers in case of a European conflagration. When for
a moment in September, 1938, war seemed inevitable, Italo-
German aeroplanes, for the first time in a year, attacked the island
of Minorca occupied by the Republicans. Such sudden action was
not justified by the development of operations in Spain. The
London Times appreciated the real meaning of that seeming
untimely attack when it wrote that the Italian and German airmen
from Palma and Pollensa were apparently preparing for a new phase
of the war in which their first duty would be to place obstacles
in the path of the French Colonial Army in the Mediterranean.
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